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Applegate Regional Theatre, Inc. – ART, Inc. - has been around for several years now, growing slowly and steadily.  We have decided it is time to keep our audience and supporters informed, on a regular basis, about the things we are doing and the opportunities we have for people to participate.  So here it is, Volume 1, Issue 1 of  Footlights.  We hope you find it informative and interesting.
Our Mission:  To provide opportunities for the citizens of west Lane County to participate in the creation and presentation of performing and fine arts in a venue where enriching entertainment and educational programs are available and accessible to all.
~~~~~

Broadway Events Center

In the spring of 2008, ART, Inc. was asked to manage the Broadway Events Center.  It is the building on the corner of 5th and Broadway in downtown Veneta.  We jumped at the chance!  We had wanted this building as our home for the last 5 years, but we could not afford it.  I mean, a theater on Broadway, how cool is that!  Now, we had the chance to develop it and no longer be “homeless thespians” as the West Lane News had called us in an article about one of our productions that was being staged in the West Lane Shopping Center.

Then, this April, the Moose signed papers, buying the building, and asked us to share the space with them.  We said “YES!”.  There will be more on this later in the newsletter.
~~~~~

Auditions held for “Hats”

The auditions have been held and the cast has been assembled.  ART, Inc. is going to stage “Hats”, a witty musical about growing older and learning to accept it.  Written by the Red Hat Society, it speaks to all women of a “certain age” about the inevitability of aging, and the joy and humor that can be found in friendships.  People of all ages and genders will enjoy this amusing play, told with grace and style.

We plan to stage it at the BEC in mid November. Then it will go “on the road” to nearby communities over the following couple months.  We still need people for lights and sound and costumes and box office, so if you are interested, please contact Marti Byers at 935-4558.

~~~~~

“A Most Excellent Storytelling Festival”

“A Most Excellent Storytelling Festival” will be happening October 16th and 17th at the Broadway Events Center (BEC) at 5th and Broadway in Veneta.  It will be a weekend of enchantment and learning.  Mark Lewis, a two time Emmy-winning storyteller will be the emcee of the weekend, as well as telling a few stories of his own.

Friday night, beginning at 7pm, will be an evening of storytelling.  Professional storytellers will entertain and amaze with mature stories for teens and up.
Saturday begins at 3pm with workshops taught by professionals – storytelling, masks, costuming, and acting.  You will have a chance to attend two of them.  Learn how to craft a story, to punctuate it with props or costumes, get over stage fright, and more.

At 5pm, all the workshop participants will have the chance to try out what they have learned, in front of a live audience, during the “Story Swap”.  Tell your story and listen to others.  Or just come and listen to what others have gleaned from working with the professionals. You will be amazed, and entertained.

Dinner comes at 6pm, with your choice of sub sandwich, chips and a drink.  There will be entertainment to keep your brain amused while you fill your tummy.
At 7pm, the professional storytellers will take over the stage again, telling family friendly stories, understandable for all ages.  
All admission is by donation.  You must register for workshops, as they are limited in size.  Suggested donation for individual is $5 per event or $20 for the weekend.  For a family, $10 per event or $40 for the weekend.  Kids under 12 are free with an adult admission.  The ‘Story Swap’ is free for all.  Call 935-3636 or email us at info@art-inc.org to reserve tickets or find out more information on the festival.

Storytellers from all around the area are coming to Veneta for this weekend of entertainment.  They will share their diverse lives and customs with us.  Storytelling is an ancient tradition that carries with it the magic of information, imagination and principle.  Enjoy the myths and folk tales and outrageous fabrications that will make you both laugh and cry.  Learn some of the ‘tricks of the trade’ and start to build your own collection of tales and anecdotes.  Join us for a ‘most excellent’ weekend.

~~~~~

Holiday Program Planned

We plan to stage a couple short event together for the holiday season.  Stay tuned.

~~~~~

ART, Inc. Shares BEC with Moose

The Moose Lodge #3556 is in the process of buying the Broadway Events Center (BEC) at 5th and Broadway in Veneta.  They are allowing us to use and manage the theater part of the front building.  The stage is being built - the first layer is complete.  Lane Community College donated 100 theater seats from their theater on the 30th Street campus.  They are beautiful.  The roof needs fixing (see the article later in the newsletter).  A couple has donated a 40’ single wide mobile home for us to put outside the back of the stage and use as dressing rooms, bathrooms, storage, and ‘green room’.  It hasn’t been delivered yet, but we are waiting anxiously for it.  A supporter has volunteered to make us a stained glass door to use as our entrance.  How amazing is that?  And a local painter has offered his labor to paint the interior of the theater, when it gets to that point.  Wow!
The main room of the BEC is called the Community Room.  The Moose are allowing us to share that room with them.  We will both be having activities there.  Our small stage will remain for a while, until the theater is ready for use.  

~~~~~

Financial situation

It is no secret that charitable organizations are hurting, financially, more than ever during these hard times.  We are no exception.  We still have bills to pay.  Therefore, we have embarked on several fundraising efforts.  Please see if there are any that you feel you can support.  Thank you.
~~~~~

Give your returnable bottles and cans to ART, Inc.

We are collecting them to make a little money.  Bring your returnable bottles and cans to the BEC (5th and Broadway in Veneta) and Saturday between 11 and 3.  If you have a lot of them, we will even come and pick them up!  Email us at art-inc@hotmail.com.

~~~~~

Book Sale Continues

Last year, we were gifted with about 10,000 books by a woman who had an on-line bookselling business.  When she sold it, the gentleman who bought her business did not want all of her inventory, so she gave them to us!  We are SO grateful.

All this year, we have been having a book sale every Saturday between 11 and 3.  We sell the books for $2 each or 3 for $5.  There are all kinds of books – fiction, non-fiction, memoir, biography, mystery, computer, religious, financial, advice, self-help, cookbook, sci-fi, poetry, political, all kinds.  Lots and lots of books!  And kid’s books go for 25 cents each or 5 for a buck.

Come in and check us out, any Saturday between 11 and 3!

~~~~~

“Support a Bundle”

Earlier, we talked about the roof in the theater leaking.  It does.  A lot.  So, we started a “Support a Bundle” campaign, asking people to donate $30 so we can buy a bundle of roofing with it.  We need about 100 bundles, so every little bit helps.   We have volunteers ready to do the work, all we need is the materials.

~~~~~

“Skunk!”

In the summer of 2008, we held a play-writing contest, and it was won by a local writer, Paul Cass, for his play “Skunk!”.  It is a quirky play, with a cast of 8 colorful characters.  They find that a very pregnant skunk has moved in under the house that they share.  All manner of escapades ensue.  Very funny!

This play will be one of the first productions to be staged on the new stage in the new theater.  Timing for auditions and performances will depend on the progress of the finishing of the new theater.
~~~~~

“Old Time Radio Show”

A supporter suggested that we stage an old time radio show, complete with sound effects and commercials.  We thought it was a great idea!  If you have any suggestions, or want to help us create this short play, please get in touch with Marti Byers at 935-4558.
~~~~~
An Evening of Words at the BEC
We have a poetry and prose  night on the second Friday of every month at the BEC, from 7 to 9pm.  It is a laid back evening of original work and the work of old masters.  Come and read, or just come to listen.  You will be surprised and entertained.
~~~~~

Dances

We would like to have different kinds of dances at the BEC.  Teen, senior, swing, rock & roll, country.  All kinds.  We even have a strobe light and a bubble machine!

~~~~~

Imagination Zone

The after-school and summer program for K-5 kids is a committee of ART, Inc.  Jenny Ramsey has had 17 years experience running this kind of program.  We had a successful summer program and are now up and running with the fall after-school curriculum.  Arts, craft, homework help, science, reading.  All sorts of fun stuff.  The kids love it.

~~~~~

Groundwaters

Groundwaters, the local literary magazine that publishes local writers and poets and distributes it free, is under the fiscal sponsorship of ART, Inc.  Pat Broome, one of the editors, sits on our board as a liaison.   We fully support all the arts, and Groundwaters is a perfect fit to work with us.

~~~~~

ART Beats

Art, Inc. writes a weekly column in the West Lane News, talking about what is happening with the performing arts in the area.  If you have information you would like us to put in the column, please send it to our email – art-inc@hotmail.com.

~~~~~

Classes
We want to have all sorts of classes happening at the BEC.  Acting classes for teens and adults.  Drawing.  Costuming.  We are working on setting them up.    Some will be free.  Some will have a nominal free.

If there is something you want to learn, or if there is something that you want to teach, plese contact us and we will see what we can do to make it happen!  Email us.  Art-inc@hotmail.com

~~~~~

Internet café

When the Community Room gets a little further along in it’s renovation, we want to create a “hot spot” and have an internet café in part of the Community Room.  We would have some drinks and food, but mainly it would be a place to relax and ‘connect’.

~~~~~
Visual Arts

We hope to incorporate visual artists and their works in our productions.  Whether it be a display of work in the lobby during an event, pieces used as props in a play, or a showing specifically showcasing visual artists.  We want to include all kinds of art at the BEC.

~~~~~

Conclusion

Obviously, there are a lot of things we are trying to do, and our goals are ambitious.  We need ideas from the community.  We need donations from the community.  We need moral support from the community.  We need you to be actors, and musicians.  We need you to be our audience.  Without all of these, our vision will never be fulfilled. 

Our main goal is to have good things happen at the BEC.  We hope you help us do that.

~~~~~
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